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TANNERY CREEK CANYON PRESERVED!

By Sandy Sharp

servation easement on approximatedy hcreghat includes Tannery Creek canyon and

its surrounding r@woods. Many many thanks to Richard Yonash, the donor, and many
thanks from his neighbors who are delighted to know that the property will never dhepeeyv
Mark Jacobsen and Pamela Laird, who reside on Jennifer Drive, purchased éngy @afogr the
eagment wa in place.

The creek drops more than 500 feet over itdieiceach, creigng the canyon.There are
several waterfalls as well as three major side canydihe forest is almost entirely redwoqds
except inthe flatter uplands where a more open foaédir, oak and bayprevails. There is no
develgpment; the only signs of human actyvare oldlogging roadsand trailsthat go back at least
50 years.Two of the trails have been well maintained by neighbve. will be arraginghikes
in the uture. We 6 | | keep you posted

A donatedconservation easemenot only preserves land in perpetuityglso provides
tax benefitdor the donor Since land trusts are 501&¥rharitiesthe appraised value of an
easement that is donated counts as a chiricamtribution for income tax purposes. Thé va
ue of the property is reduced by the value of the easementethusec i ng t he owne
taxes as wellFor more information on eaments please contact us. P
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Bodega Land Trust
- - PO Box 254, Bodega, CA 94922
For Information c&0i7) 8740001 or 330365
E-mail tobodegndtrust@bodeganet.com
www.bodegiazom/BodegalandTrust
Member: Land Trust Alliance
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Ellie Fairbairn

Our New Board Member

Ellie joined the board of Bodega Land Trust in
October 2010. She has been a va&er mon-

tor with BLT since 2006. Ellie relocated to &od
ga Bay in 2002 in order to conduct her graduate
research at UC Davis, Bodega Marine Lab (near
Bodega Head), and in March 2010 she earned
her Ph.D. in Toxicology. Currently she is a-pos
doctoral regarcher at Bodega Marine Lab where
she specializes in examining the effects of man
made environmental pollution on aquatiere
bryos. She is very interested in both conserv
tion and science education and hopes to go on
to a reaching career.

Hot Stuff at New Annual Food Fundraisersy sandy sharp

BLT with BLEgao6

ast September 18 we held a new fundraiser called
OHave a

ustomers received the basics and could then build

the BLT of their dreams out of the optioneviled.
Bythe middle of the lunch hour sales were moving
along briskly, when truck exhaust started coming
through the front door.
and went to invegiate.

| found one of the fire trucks fired up and
ready to go. Billows of smoke&eapproaching the
town from the west. It was the early stage of the-infa
ous Estero Lane fire that almost killed one
of Bodegabds own

d

Pretty soon the first ones on the line started to come

firefi gh tpadk,siredahdentingri €fodd prébiem ®ds ofedt |y

came in contact with a downed power line. The line waswe donated the lot to the Bodega Volunteer Fére D

later detamined to have be¢he cause of the fire. The
fire fighter is still recovering. To prevent traffic from

goproaching the fire, the fire department closed access along with salads, baked goods, and coffee. In the end

to the town.

There went our customers and we were only  The day had been far more exciting, and in a way more

half way through our event. What to do with the food
and drink? We didnot
fire would be put out
least five alarms. There were fire fightergvevere.

pack

partment and started feeding thefifjhters. They
scarfed up the BLTs as fast as we could make them,

the fire was putut and we had served all our food.

successful, than we ever could haagined.

for it in Septemér, when the tomatoes are ripe!

houg

( i We 8liPe bleg@iis®g weohwped
q U i againlthys year, dnly thigtigng wiitBolit the fird. Lookv € n
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The Bodega Red
Potto Club

Join a new club if you love potatoes! How it will work:

In an effort to reseed and restore our eponymous Membeship costs $10. This money will be used to

local, historical, endangered and delicious Bodega  buy virusfree potatoes. The memihip feewill be

Red Potato to its former glory, the new Bodega Red partially rebated for those who march in the Byal

Paato Club is being formed. The Bodega Red is one Big Event Parade (August 7) dressed astatp.
ofBodegads many cl ai ms t o Tha manbeshipfee wiltalsabe wdivedsshoald you b u t
met its demise. actually have some Bodega Reds, and bengito

An effort to bring back our potato was initiated by share some with the club at the spring party.

Elissa Rubirviahon of Slow Food Sonoma County.  Those who receive paibes will commit in writing to
Rubin-Mahon spoke about the BodgeRed to a B- return twice the amount received at the fall club pa
dega Land Trust audience in the summer of 2008, ty. The fall party will also be a chance forrfeers to
ending her lecture by asking for leads to finding-ve compare and share notes on their successed-or fai
tiges of the formerly widely cultivated potato. BLT ures at Bodega Red Potato farming. Téptenished
canvassed its network of friends and did indesd u stock will be properly stored and distributed tonme
earth a handful of the red beautighe donor of bers at the following spring potatorpa

which requests amymity. Look for the giant red potatoes at local events to sign

Some of this precious handful was sent to potato e  up for the club, or fill out the attached form and send
perts in Wakington State who verified their lofty it to Abby Killey with your $10. Rdase call Abby at
status as one of a very few species of potatoes that 876-3093 with questions. Rules may vary from year
entered North America directly from South America, to year.

on a shiperhaps, sewn into the skirts of the uRer

vian bride of one of Bode%g@%%?%'ﬁ%@#&wmg
fathers, Captain Stephen Smith. Rublahon su-
cessfully applied to get the Bodega Red included in
the International Slow Food Ark of Taste. Thegpot ~ Bodega Red Potato Club
to is one of tk few American foods included. Membership Form

The potato samples in Washington werevilased
at great gpense- in case blight was the cause of the

- . ) ame .
pot at o6s quick decl i nfee Nsmall amount of wvirus
Bodega Reds is almost ready for distribution. A

L Address

small amount of tl perhaps less pristine, but at least
surviving Bodega Reds has also been lovingly
hoarded away.

Phone Number

Bringing us to the goal of the Bodega Red Potato Email

Club: To revitalize the Bodega Red Potato bg-di Please attach a shodsayon one of the follwing:
tributing seed to yearning potato farmers; to learn a) Why | should get a Bodega Red PotatOR
from like-minded mtato heads just how best to grow  b) What | know about former Bodega Red &ot
them; and to have fun in the process. Farming in California:

The Rancho Bodega Historical Society has stepped
in with funding for the project and is taking the lead
to uncover historical facts, myths, farmers amiss
about our famos red. The Sea Squids 4H Club will
host bianual potato parties for members: One in the
spring for potato getting, and one in the fall

If you do have potato stias to tell, may we visit you
for an interview?(Storytdlers need not pay $10).

Please send this form and $10 to Abby Killey, PO
Box 255, Bdega, CA 94922,
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The California Coastal

A threatened

by Diana Immel

legcy

Prairie

Picture yoursélhiking through grassland so old that some of the
grasses and wildflowers growing around you have their origins in
the Pliocene (2.4 to 5.4 million years ago). Then, imagineltrave
ing back in time to the Pliocene orrpaps aly just over 10,000
years ag to when great herds of elk and mule deer grazed here
alongside zebrlike horses and huge Columbian mammoths.

Off in the distance you watch as mammoths, mastodon and bison
rub their massive bodies against huge stortgrops and wallow

on the ground creilmg deep muddy swales. Can you guess where
you are? You may have traveled far backin me, but vy

traveled any distance for you are here, in our local grasslands: Ca
i forniads uni gTodayoalpranmant bf thp gria i
inal praiie remain: their rich soils plowed for crops, their putr

Figure 1. Coastalprairie bald hill habitat looking east over Bodega
Pastures, Sonoma County, California, May 2010.

tious grasses and forbs, prime pasturage fostthel, have been
damaged by overgrazing, and their ocean views and siagge
beauty are coveted by homebuilders and develofdrs.remai-

ing Califarnia coastal prairie remnants still contain nearly twice as
many species as other North American geasls, placing them
among the most diverse as well as the most endangereygstams

in the world. However, the degradation and loss of coastal prairie
habitat caused by direct human use, as well as by introducad inv
sive plants and animals, has changed the nature of these prairies
forever.

h distpuyted frgmgseuthern California to

(i escal

Coastal Prairie at a glance

The term prairie is used for North
American grasslands where wildflowers
grow in ébundance.

Coastal praifes occur in areas
where grassland plants can obtain some
moisture from fog.

Californiads co{

the Oregon border.

i forniads cC o034
dominated by a few perennial grasses i
terspersed wh an incredibly diversera

ray of annual and perennial wildflowers

Due to the many native wildflower
species, coastal prairies in California
support the highest plant diversity of any
grassland in the U.S..

Coastal marine terraces and bluffs
uplifted grasy bald hills and lowland
grasslands are the main ldforms of the
California coastal prarie.

Native perennial grasses most
common in coastal prairies on Sonoma
and Marin Counties are California ¢a
grass, tufted hairgrass, and Pacific tke
grass.

Grasslandbirds like the grasshm
per sparrow are the most threatened
group of birds in the United States due t
habitat loss and fragmentation of gsas
land habtat.

Many mammals, birds, insects, an
reptiles depend on the grasslands
of the coastal prairie, includig elk,
badgers, pocket gophers, grasshopper
sparrows, savannah sparrows, meado
larks, redtail hawks, whitetail kites,
golden eagles, western fence lizards,
skinks, rare butterflies and moths, native
bees, ants and a variety of other &re
tures.
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From their beginnings, grasslands have evolved withrrecu

and seasonal disturbances such as fire, tramplingindigwd-
lowing and grazing by animals and their continued existeace d
pends, to a large extent, upon dibance, such as carefully
planned and Bnaged grazing, to prevent them frosing in-
vaded and then sceeded by shrubs and trees.

Perhaps becauséthe low stature of grassland plants, most

peopléd even many who love and are interested in the natural

worldd have little knowledge or appreciation of our coastai-pra

ries, whichareter al |l y fAthe ol d growth at
Marin Coastal Grasstals Working Group (SMCGWG) seeks to

provide the infomation needed to learn about, protect, maintain

and enhance coastal prairies and grasslands.

The SMCGWGs currently working on a thregart program that
includes restoration, mapping, and educati®he education -
gram will establish a website in the next few months withrinfo
mation and resources specific to coastal prairies in Marin and S
noma Counties. The website will offer web pages and printable
PDF documents for those interested in learniogar@bout cods

al prairie and to help land owners and managers desigm-distu
bance regimes to meet their management goals by usergetyv
Figure 2 Tufted hairgrassieschampsia of tools: fire, mowing, raking, weeding, clearing brush, grazing
cespitos and trampling, mulching and fang.

Thisspringst udent s from SSU6s Coast al
Graphics courtesy USDANRCS PLANTS Database / t COUrse have worked on each of the five project sites using most of
chcock, A.S. (rev. A. Chase). 195Mlanual of the grass these tools. Many thanks for their hard work and wsidsm.

of the United States.USDA Miscellaneous Puldation No

200. Washington, DC. Diana | mmel is part of tatoe Coast a

team and athor of their web site

Figure 3 Pacific reedgrassCalamagrostis nutkaengig Figure 4 California oatgrasgDanthonia
californica).




