
 

 

 

 
 

 ò. . .When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it      

               with love and respect.ó       . . . Aldo Leopold (1886 -1948), American For ester 

TANNERY CREEK CANYON PRESERVED!  
By Sandy Sharp 

 

odega Land Trust is extremely pleased to announce the donation of a ñforever wildò con-

servation easement on approximately 187 acres that includes Tannery Creek canyon and 

its surrounding redwoods.  Many many thanks to Richard Yonash, the donor, and many 

thanks from his neighbors who are delighted to know that the property will never be developed.  

Mark Jacobsen and Pamela Laird, who reside on Jennifer Drive, purchased the property after the 

easement was in place.  

 The creek drops more than 500 feet over its middle reach, creating the canyon.  There are 

several waterfalls as well as three major side canyons.  The forest is almost entirely redwoods, 

except in the flatter uplands where a more open forest of fir, oak, and bay prevails.  There is no 

development; the only signs of human activity are old logging roads and trails that go back at least 

50 years.  Two of the trails have been well maintained by neighbors.  We will be arranging hikes 

in the future.  Weôll keep you posted! 

 A donated conservation easement not only preserves land in perpetuity, it also provides 

tax benefits for the donor.  Since land trusts are 501(c) 3 charities, the appraised value of an 

easement that is donated counts as a charitable contribution for income tax purposes.  The val-

ue of the property is reduced by the value of the easement, thus reducing the ownerôs property 

taxes as well.  For more information on easements please contact us.                                      P 

Bodega Land Trust 
PO Box 254, Bodega, CA  94922 

For Information call (707) 874-9001 or 331-0365 
E-mail to: bodegalandtrust@bodeganet.com 

www.bodeganet.com/BodegaLandTrust 
Member: Land Trust Alliance  
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     Ellie Fairbairn 

 

 

Our New Board Member  

 
Ellie joined the board of Bodega Land Trust in 
October 2010.  She has been a volunteer moni-
tor with BLT since 2006.  Ellie relocated to Bode-
ga Bay in 2002 in order to conduct her graduate 
research at UC Davis, Bodega Marine Lab (near 
Bodega Head), and in March 2010 she earned 
her Ph.D. in Toxicology.  Currently she is a post-
doctoral researcher at Bodega Marine Lab where 
she specializes in examining the effects of man-
made environmental pollution on aquatic em-
bryos.  She is very interested in both conserva-
tion and science education and hopes to go on 
to a reaching career. 

 

 

 

Hot Stuff at New Annual Food Fundraiser by  Sandy Sharp

 
ast September 18 we held a new fundraiser called 
òHave a BLT with BLTó at the fire hall in Bodega.  
Customers received the basics and could then build 

the BLT of their dreams out of the options provided.  
By the middle of the lunch hour sales were moving 
along briskly, when truck exhaust started coming 
through the front door.  òNot appetizingó, I thought, 
and went to investigate.   
  I found one of the fire trucks fired up and 
ready to go.  Billows of smoke were approaching the 
town from the west.  It was the early stage of the infam-
ous Estero Lane fire that almost killed one  
of Bodegaõs own firefighters when he inadvertently 
came in contact with a downed power line.  The line was 
later determined to have been the cause of the fire.  The 
fire fighter is still recovering.  To prevent traffic from 
approaching the fire, the fire department closed access 
to the town.  
  There went our customers and we were only 
half way through our event.  What to do with the food 
and drink?  We didnõt pack it up because we hoped the 
fire would be put out quickly.  It wasnõt.  It went to at 
least five alarms.  There were fire fighters everywhere.   

 

 

Pretty soon the first ones on the line started to come 
back, tired and hungry.  Our food problem was solved. 
 We donated the lot to the Bodega Volunteer Fire De-
partment and started feeding the firefighters.  They 
scarfed up the BLTs as fast as we could make them, 
along with salads, baked goods, and coffee.  In the end 
the fire was put out and we had served all our food.  
The day had been far more exciting, and in a way more 
successful, than we ever could have imagined. 
 Weõre looking forward to putting on the event 
again this year, only this time without the fire.  Look 
for it in September, when the tomatoes are ripe! 
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The Bodega Red  

Potato Club 
Join a new club if you love potatoes! 
 

In an effort to re-seed and restore our eponymous 

local, historical, endangered and delicious Bodega 

Red Potato to its former glory, the new Bodega Red 

Potato Club is being formed.  The Bodega Red is one 

of Bodegaôs many claims to fame, one that has all but 

met its demise.    

An effort to bring back our potato was initiated by 

Elissa Rubin-Mahon of Slow Food Sonoma County.  

Rubin-Mahon spoke about the Bodega Red to a Bo-

dega Land Trust audience in the summer of 2008, 

ending her lecture by asking for leads to finding ves-

tiges of the formerly widely cultivated potato.  BLT 

canvassed its network of friends and did indeed un-

earth a handful of the red beauties - the donor of 

which requests anonymity.    

Some of this precious handful was sent to potato ex-

perts in Washington State who verified their lofty 

status as one of a very few species of potatoes that 

entered North America directly from South America, 

on a ship perhaps, sewn into the skirts of the Peru-

vian bride of one of Bodegaôs European founding 

fathers, Captain Stephen Smith.  Rubin-Mahon suc-

cessfully applied to get the Bodega Red included in 

the International Slow Food Ark of Taste.  The pota-

to is one of the few American foods included. 

The potato samples in Washington were de-virused 

at great expense - in case blight was the cause of the 

potatoôs quick decline.  A small amount of virus-free 

Bodega Reds is almost ready for distribution.  A 

small amount of the perhaps less pristine, but at least 

surviving Bodega Reds has also been lovingly 

hoarded away. 

Bringing us to the goal of the Bodega Red Potato 

Club:  To re-vitalize the Bodega Red Potato by dis-

tributing seed to yearning potato farmers; to learn 

from like-minded potato heads just how best to grow 

them; and to have fun in the process. 

The Rancho Bodega Historical Society has stepped 

in with funding for the project and is taking the lead 

to uncover historical facts, myths, farmers and stories 

about our famous red.  The Sea Squids 4H Club will 

host biannual potato parties for members:  One in the 

spring for potato getting, and one in the fall  

 

 

 

 

How it will work: 

Membership costs $10.  This money will be used to 

buy virus-free potatoes.  The membership fee will be 

partially rebated for those who march in the Bodega 

Big Event Parade (August 7) dressed as a potato.  

The membership fee will also be waived should you 

actually have some Bodega Reds, and be willing to 

share some with the club at the spring party.   

Those who receive potatoes will commit in writing to 

return twice the amount received at the fall club par-

ty.  The fall party will also be a chance for farmers to 

compare and share notes on their successes or fail-

ures at Bodega Red Potato farming.  The replenished 

stock will be properly stored and distributed to mem-

bers at the following spring potato party.   

Look for the giant red potatoes at local events to sign 

up for the club, or fill out the attached form and send 

it to Abby Killey with your $10.  Please call Abby at 

876-3093 with questions.  Rules may vary from year 

to year. 

 

Bodega Red Potato Club 
Membership Form 

 

_______________________________ 

Name 

__________________________________________ 

Address 

_____________________________                      

Phone Number 

________________________________ 

Email  

Please attach a short essay on one of the following:  

a) Why I should get a Bodega Red Potato,   OR 

b) What I know about former Bodega Red Potato 

Farming in California: 

 

If you do have potato stories to tell, may we visit you 

for an interview?  (Storytellers need not pay $10). 

 

Please send this form and $10 to Abby Killey, PO 

Box 255, Bodega, CA 94922. 
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T h e  C a l i f o r n i a  C o a s t a l  P r a i r i e 
A  t h r e a t e n e d  l e ga c y      
       by Diana Immel 

 

Picture yourself hiking through grassland so old that some of the 

grasses and wildflowers growing around you have their origins in 

the Pliocene (2.4 to 5.4 million years ago).  Then, imagine travel-

ing back in time to the Pliocene or perhaps only just over 10,000 

years ago to when great herds of elk and mule deer grazed here 

alongside zebra-like horses and huge Columbian mammoths. 

Off in the distance you watch as mammoths, mastodon and bison 

rub their massive bodies against huge stony outcrops and wallow 

on the ground creating deep muddy swales.  Can you guess where 

you are?  You may have traveled far back in time, but you havenôt 

traveled any distance for you are here, in our local grasslands: Cal-

iforniaôs unique coastal prairies.  Today only remnants of the orig-

inal prairie remain: their rich soils plowed for crops, their nutri-

tious grasses and forbs, prime pasturage for livestock, have been 

damaged by overgrazing, and their ocean views and staggering 

beauty are coveted by homebuilders and developers.  The remain-

ing California coastal prairie remnants still contain nearly twice as 

many species as other North American grasslands, placing them 

among the most diverse as well as the most endangered ecosystems 

in the world.  However, the degradation and loss of coastal prairie 

habitat caused by direct human use, as well as by introduced inva-

sive plants and animals, has changed the nature of these prairies 

forever. 

Coastal Prairie at a glance 

o The term prairie is used for North 

American grasslands where wildflowers 

grow in abundance. 

o Coastal prairies occur in areas 

where grassland plants can obtain some 

moisture from fog. 

o Californiaôs coastal prairies are 

distributed from southern California to 

the Oregon border. 

o Californiaôs coastal prairies are 

dominated by a few perennial grasses in-

terspersed with an incredibly diverse ar-

ray of annual and perennial wildflowers 

o Due to the many native wildflower 

species, coastal prairies in California 

support the highest plant diversity of any 

grassland in the U.S.. 

o Coastal marine terraces and bluffs, 

uplifted grassy bald hills and lowland 

grasslands are the main landforms of the 

California coastal prairie. 

o Native perennial grasses most 

common in coastal prairies on Sonoma 

and Marin Counties are California oat-

grass, tufted hairgrass, and Pacific reed-

grass. 

o Grassland birds like the grasshop-

per sparrow are the most threatened 

group of birds in the United States due to 

habitat loss and fragmentation of grass-

land habitat. 

o Many mammals, birds, insects, and 

reptiles depend on the grasslands 

 of the coastal prairie, including elk, 

badgers, pocket gophers, grasshopper 

sparrows, savannah sparrows, meadow-

larks, red-tail hawks, white-tail kites, 

golden eagles, western fence lizards, 

skinks, rare butterflies and moths, native 

bees, ants and a variety of other crea-

tures. 

 

Figure 1.  Coastal prairie bald hill habitat looking east over Bodega 

Pastures, Sonoma County, California, May 2010.  

 Photo by D.L. Immel. 
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   From their beginnings, grasslands have evolved with recurring 

and seasonal disturbances such as fire, trampling, digging, wal-

lowing and grazing by animals and their continued existence de-

pends, to a large extent, upon disturbance, such as carefully 

planned and managed grazing, to prevent them from being in-

vaded and then succeeded by shrubs and trees.   

Perhaps because of the low stature of grassland plants, most 

peopleðeven many who love and are interested in the natural 

worldðhave little knowledge or appreciation of our coastal prai-

ries, which are literally ñthe old growth at our feetò.  The Sonoma 

Marin Coastal Grasslands Working Group (SMCGWG) seeks to 

provide the information needed to learn about, protect, maintain 

and enhance coastal prairies and grasslands.   

The SMCGWG is currently working on a three-part program that 

includes restoration, mapping, and education.  The education pro-

gram will establish a website in the next few months with infor-

mation and resources specific to coastal prairies in Marin and So-

noma Counties.  The website will offer web pages and printable 

PDF documents for those interested in learning more about coast-

al prairie and to help land owners and managers design distur-

bance regimes to meet their management goals by using a variety 

of tools: fire, mowing, raking, weeding, clearing brush, grazing 

and trampling, mulching and tarping.   

This spring students from SSUôs Coastal Prairie Management 

course have worked on each of the five project sites using most of 

these  tools.  Many thanks for their hard work and enthusiasm.   

         Diana Immel is part of the Coastal Prairie Projectôs vegetation 

          team and author of their web site. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.  Tufted hairgrass (Deschampsia 

cespitosa) 

Graphics courtesy USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / Hit-

chcock, A.S.  (rev.  A.  Chase).  1950.  Manual of the grasses 

of the United States.  USDA Miscellaneous Publication No.  

200.  Washington, DC. 

 

Figure 3.  Pacific reedgrass (Calamagrostis nutkaensis). 

  

 

Figure 4.  California oatgrass  (Danthonia 

californica).   


